In series Aphyllae, Senna acanthoclada is lectotypified based on images housed at Albrecht von Haller Institute of Plant Sciences, Universität Göttingen; a new circumscription and synonyms for S. aphylla are given, and a new name: S. aphylla var. pendula var. nov. is proposed.
Introduction
series Aphyllae Bentham (1871: 542) comprises six species known for their shrubby habit, deeply penetrating woody roots, leaves on adult branches represented by minute triangular or sublobate scales and by junciform, green and photosynthetic stems. This series occurs in southern Bolivia, central and northwestern Argentina and southeastern Paraguay (Burkart 1946 , 1952 , 1967 , Bravo 1978a , 1978b , 1982 , Irwin & Barneby 1982 , Bravo et al. 1986 , Robbiati et al. 2011 , Robbiati et al. 2013 . Working towards a new treatment of Aphyllae it was found that the type of S. acanthoclada Griseb. (1879: 116) H. S. Irwin & Barneby (1982: 570) was composed of material from more than one specimen and lectotypification is required. In addition there has been confusion and misapplication of names in S. aphylla Cav. (1801: 41) H. S. Irwin & Barneby (1982: 570) ; after the nomenclatural types were studied, a new circumscription is proposed. In this paper we include Cassia aphylla var. rigida Hieron. (1881: 24), C. aphylla var. virgata Burkart (1967: 451) , S. trichosepala Chodat & Wilczek (1902: 475) H. S. Irwin & Barneby (1982: 570) and C. rigida Hieron. (1881: 24) Burkart (1952: 544) var. inermis L. Bravo (1978a: 377) L. Bravo (1986: 270) in the synonymy of S. aphylla and describe S. aphylla var. pendula Robbiati & Fortunato var. nov. This last taxon was misidentified by previous authors: Burkart (1952) , Bravo (1978a Bravo ( , 1978b Bravo ( , 1984 and Irwin & Barneby (1982) , as C. aphylla, C. aphylla subsp. aphylla and S. aphylla var. aphylla respectively.
Lectotypification
Senna acanthoclada (Griseb.) H. S. Irwin & Barneby (1982: 570 Taxonomic note:-Cavanilles (1801: 41) described C. aphylla as a shrub, with alternate, erect, dichotomous, terete and glabrous branchlets and without leaves (Caulis fruticosus tripedalis: rami alterni, erecti, dichotomi, teretes, glabri, folia nulla). Later works (Burkart 1952 , 1967 , Bravo 1978a , 1978b , 1982 , 1984 , Irwin & Barneby 1982 , Bravo et al. 1986 , without analysis of the original material, considered under this name specimens with flexible, pliant, pendulous to trailing branches and unarmed apices. After studying the type of C. aphylla we conclude that this plant morphology represented a new variety of S. aphylla: S. aphylla var. pendula which herein is proposed.
